FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: TIME Dealer of the Year Hotline
(626) 533-3705
Damon Lester
National Association of Minority Automobile Dealers
(301) 306-1614

TIME AND ALLY FINANCIAL HONOR DANVILLE DEALER
Ray Fregia Jr. Wins National Recognition for Community Service
and Industry Accomplishments
(New York, NY, November 8, 2021) – The nomination of Ray Fregia Jr., president and
dealer principal at Courtesy Ford Lincoln in Danville, Illinois, for the 2022 TIME Dealer
of the Year award was announced today by TIME.
Fregia is one of a select group of 47 dealer nominees from across the country who will be
honored at the 105th annual National Automobile Dealers Association (NADA) Show in
Las Vegas on March 11, 2022. The announcement of this year’s annual award was made
by Viktoria Degtar, Global Chief Revenue Officer, TIME, and Doug Timmerman,
president of Dealer Financial Services, Ally Financial.
The TIME Dealer of the Year award is one of the automobile industry’s most prestigious
and highly coveted honors. Recipients are among the nation’s most successful auto
dealers who also demonstrate a long-standing commitment to community service. Fregia
was chosen to represent the National Association of Minority Automobile Dealers in the
national competition – one of only 47 auto dealers nominated for the 53rd annual award
from more than 16,000 nationwide.
“I am fortunate to have found a career that I am passionate about and that has allowed me
to give back to the community,” nominee Fregia said. “I use the success that I have
achieved to help others experience the same opportunities in their lives.”
A 1995 graduate of Florida A&M University in Tallahassee, where he earned a B.S. in
business administration, Fregia originally pursued a career in insurance accounting at
CNA in Chicago.
“I was born into a Ford family and quickly found my way back to the family business,”
he said. By 1997, Fregia was the finance manager for River View Ford in Oswego,
Illinois, the dealership owned by his father, Ray Fregia Sr. He later became general
manager and graduated from the NADA Academy in 2001, paving the way for him to
acquire his own dealerships. He founded Courtesy Ford Lincoln in 2004.

Today, Fregia owns the Courtesy Auto Group, which includes three new-car stores in
Danville and Hoopeston, Illinois, representing brands Chrysler, Dodge, Ford, Jeep and
Ram, as well as a collision center. His father is senior vice president and his brother, Rik,
is managing partner of the dealership group.
“I believe that I was able to build and expand my business thanks to my faith and the
unwavering support of my family and employees,” Fregia said. “And the most rewarding
aspect of my career has been the opportunity to interact with customers and make an
impact in our community.”
Fregia is equally as committed to sharing his expertise and advocating for his fellow car
dealers. To that end, he is currently chair of the Ford Minority Dealers Association, as
well as a board member for the National Association of Minority Automobile Dealers,
where he has served since 2017 and has contributed a variety of new ideas to the group.
“It is both an honor and a privilege to lead the Ford Minority Dealers Association as my
role is to clearly define goals for the organization and set a concrete plan to achieve
them,” he said. “I am very passionate about the automotive industry and look forward to
what the future brings as we continue to grow our dealership count and guide future
minority-owned dealers.”
Fregia was also one of the next-generation leaders called on by NADA to be a Super
Session speaker at the 2021 NADA Show, where he talked about diversity in auto retail.
“Discussing and educating on the topics of diversity and minority-owned dealerships, I
believe I have made an impact on current and future auto dealers,” he said.
After opening his second dealership in Danville, Fregia purchased a home in the town so
he could be part of the community. He currently chairs the leadership team at New Hope
Baptist Church in Bolingbrook, Illinois.
“At Courtesy Ford Lincoln, we know that any business is only as great as the community
in which it resides, which is why we are so proud to give back to our neighbors in
Danville and the surrounding area,” he said.
To achieve that goal, Fregia brings together his team for biweekly meetings to decide as a
group which organizations will receive donations. Frequent sponsorships include the
Boys & Girls Club of Danville; Toys for Tots; Ford Drive 4 UR School (test-drive
program that raises funds for area schools); neighborhood churches; various nonprofit
groups; and local events.
“We are passionate about our community and the growth of Danville as well,” he said.
Dealers are nominated by the executives of state and metro dealer associations around the
country. A panel of faculty members from the Tauber Institute for Global Operations at
the University of Michigan will select one finalist from each of the four NADA regions
and one national Dealer of the Year. Three finalists will receive an additional $5,000 for
their favorite charities and the winner will receive an additional $10,000 to give to
charity, donated by Ally.
In its eleventh year as exclusive sponsor, Ally also will recognize dealer nominees and
their community efforts by contributing $1,000 to each nominee’s 501(c)3 charity of
choice. Nominees will also be recognized on AllyDealerHeroes.com, which highlights

the philanthropic contributions and achievements of TIME Dealer of the Year nominees.
“In cities and towns across the country, auto dealers make a big economic impact—going
the extra mile to strengthen their communities,” said Doug Timmerman, president of
dealer financial services, Ally. “It’s an incredible achievement to be nominated for TIME
Dealer of the Year. The program not only recognizes leadership in business and customer
service, but also a commitment to giving back and doing it right.”
Fregia was nominated for the TIME Dealer of the Year award by Damon Lester,
president of the National Association of Minority Automobile Dealers. He has one son.
###
About TIME
TIME is a global media brand that reaches a combined audience of more than 100
million around the world. A trusted destination for reporting and insight, TIME’s mission
is to tell the stories that matter most, to lead conversations that change the world and to
deepen understanding of the ideas and events that define our time. With unparalleled
access to the world’s most influential people, the immeasurable trust of consumers
globally, an unrivaled power to convene, TIME is one of the world’s most recognizable
media brands with renowned franchises that include the TIME100 Most Influential
People, Person of the Year, Firsts, Best Inventions, World’s Greatest Places and
premium events including the TIME100 Summit and Gala, TIME100 Health Summit,
TIME100 Next and more.
About Ally Financial Inc.
Ally Financial Inc. (NYSE: ALLY) is a digital financial services company committed to its
promise to "Do It Right" for its consumer, commercial and corporate customers. Ally is
composed of an industry-leading independent auto finance and insurance operation, an
award-winning digital direct bank (Ally Bank, Member FDIC and Equal Housing
Lender, which offers mortgage lending, point-of-sale personal lending, and a variety of
deposit and other banking products), a corporate finance business for equity sponsors
and middle-market companies, and securities brokerage and investment advisory
services. A relentless ally for all things money, Ally helps people save well and earn well,
so they can spend for what matters. For more information, please visit www.ally.com and
follow @allyfinancial.
For more information and disclosures about Ally,
visit https://www.ally.com/#disclosures.
For further images and news on Ally, please visit http://media.ally.com.
About the NADA Show
The annual NADA Show brings together more than 20,000 franchised dealers and their
employees, industry leaders, manufacturers and exhibitors to learn about the latest auto
industry tools, trends, products and technologies.

